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“The soldier is the Army. No army is better than its soldiers.” – George S. Patton, Jr. 
 
As a Green Beret who wholeheartedly served “To Free the Oppressed,” Staff Sergeant Dustin M. 
Wright was one soldier who fortified the character and strength of the Army. Following his Advanced 
Individual Training (AIT) and Army Airborne School at Fort Benning, he completed the Special 
Operations Preparation Course (SOPC), Special Forces Assessment and Selection Course (SFAS), 
and Special Forces Qualification Course (SFQC) at Fort Bragg. More than all the training he 
mastered, Dustin was a remarkable soldier because of the kind of man he was. 
 
Raised in a family that valued “Service to God and Country,” Dustin possessed an innate compassion 
for others. His heightened sense of responsibility towards his fellow human being began with family. 
Born in Toombs County, Georgia, he grew up among many relatives who made a point of gathering 
for holidays, special occasions, and any reason they could cook up. From the chubby-cheeked little 
boy, to the formidable Special Forces Engineer Sergeant, Dustin always looked forward to those 
functions and bonded with each generation. The last event he both attended and planned was his 
own sendoff party before his final deployment in August of 2017, that he turned into a 30th birthday 
party for his brother Will. As much as Dustin loved the spirited camaraderie of his cousins and 
friends, he spent a good portion of that precious day keeping company with the elderly folks. 
 
With his contagious smile, wry sense of humor, and gentle nature, Dustin took a genuine interest in 
every person. An attentive listener and astute observer, he further had a gift for offering the ideal 
words to console, inspire, or motivate. A cherished photo of Dustin captures his go-do-it expression 
that fueled one cousin’s perseverance in launching her own business.  
 
More than listening and responding with encouragement, he selflessly acted when duty called. 
Despite a dream to enter the military after college, Dustin put his plan on hold to assist his granny. 
In addition to running her business, caring for her farm, and paying her bills, he moved in with her 
to look after her, even arranging his schedule to take her to doctors’ appointments. At the same time, 
as his buddies were entering the Marines and Army, Dustin made sure they were physically and 
mentally prepared by working out with them and mentoring them like a brother.   
 
If he knew you, he loved you. His older brother Will considered Dustin his best friend, someone who 
was there through thick and thin. Countless others, including friends in service with him, felt the 
same devotion. After his death, a female soldier confided to the family that she had suffered a sexual 
assault which left her traumatized. Dustin was the only person she had entrusted with her story, and 
his subsequent efforts to restore her confidence enabled her to return to a normal routine. Guarding 
her secret, Dustin had told no one about his intervention. 
 
In one of his Facebook posts, Dustin wrote, “Life boils down to a series of choices. Before long, the 
choices you make, and the one’s you don’t, become you, but which you—better, someone you can’t 
even recognize? It can make you question everything, whether you’re strong enough, good enough. 
All choices lead you somewhere. BOLD choices take you where you’re supposed to be!” 
 
On October 4, 2017, Dustin faced a life-altering choice. For him, it would have been easy. Following a 
meeting of tribal leaders in Tongo Tongo, Niger, Africa, a joint reconnaissance patrol of U.S. and 
Nigerian forces encountered an ambush by militants on motorcycles and in trucks. Under fire on 
foot, Dustin and his fellow Green Berets ran for cover. Strong and fast, Dustin may have survived, 
but looking back, he realized that SSG Jeremiah Johnson was wounded and paralyzed. Returning to 
rescue a fellow soldier, even if the outcome appeared dire, was the only option for Dustin. He 
couldn’t have lived the rest of his life having left a man alone to die. 



 
Born to serve, Dustin has been awarded numerous distinctions, including the Silver Star, 
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Army 
Service Ribbon, Special Forces Tab, and Parachutist Badge. Such accomplishments by someone 
much older would represent a life of great purpose and achievement. Dustin was only 29. Without 
question, if granted more time, he would have done so much more. 
 
Notably, Dustin also posted, “Every story has an end, but in Life, every end is just another 
beginning.” 
 
The SSG DMW Foundation is that new beginning—a perpetuation of his honorable legacy. Guided by 
his words and actions, we serve veterans by empowering our nation's finest to continue living their 
lives with meaning and fulfillment. Our purpose is to prepare veterans for prosperity and purpose 
after military life. In that endeavor, we connect veterans and their families with patriots who desire 
to build a nation of warrior-leaders.  
 
“Help us to honor the fallen, serve the living, and continue the mission” – William Wright, SSG 
DMW Foundation Founder & President 
 
 


